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'The Kite Runner suggests that courage is central in shaping the individual' Discuss. 
 
In a state of conflict and crisis Khaled Hosseini's The Kite Runner examines the human condition and the ways in 
which individuals deal with the circumstances they face. Through the experiences of the central characters Hosseini 
explores the role of courage in shaping the individual. As a result, it becomes evident that it is not only courage that 
is central to shaping the individual, but also one's cowardice. 
 
The Kite Runner presents various differentiations of courage. Through the character of Hassan, Hosseini depicts a 
truly courageous individual, an individual who is willing to sacrifice himself for the wellbeing of others. Hassan is a 
loyal boy whose dedication to his friend, Amir, results in his horrific rape at the hand of another boy. Hassan's 
courage is evident prior to his rape as he often protected Amir from bullies and accepted the blame when he and 
Amir would get into trouble. It was Hassan's assurance, "For you [Amir] a thousand times over" (p.59) and his intent 
to stand by his word that demonstrated the extent of his courage. 
 
Hassan not only defended Amir's kite, resulting in his rape, but he also allowed Amir to frame him for theft, forcing 
them to move away. "Then I [Amir] understood: this was Hassan's final sacrifice for me." (p.91) Hassan's courage 
extended beyond his courageous childhood acts, into his adulthood. Amir later learns that Hassan died protecting 
Baba's house; boldly confronting Taliban soldiers who were attempting to evict them from their home. Hassan was 
undoubtedly a courageous man whose bravery was a fundamental part of his character. 
 
Hosseini also presents a man who uses his conflicted past as a motivator for courage. Baba is a conflicted man, a 
man who committed what he believed to be the ultimate sin, theft. He stole his friend's wife and produced an 
illegitimate child who his friend believed to be his own. Baba teaches his son Amir,"... there's only one sin, only one. 
And that is theft. Every other sin is a variation of theft." (p.16) At this point Baba is presented as an honest man who 
struggled his whole life to become the successful man he was considered. It also becomes obvious that Baba is a 
courageous man who stands up for what he believes; "Tell him I'll take a thousand bullets before I let this indecency 
take place." (p.101) Amir clearly depicts his father as a proud and courageous man, a man who "had wrestled bears 
his whole life." (p.152) Baba had the courage to face his fears and wrestled the "bears" he faced, but "In the end, a 
bear had come that he couldn't beat. But even then, he had lost on his own terms." (p.152) This highlights the 
courageous man that Baba was, but with the revelation that Baba had fathered Hassan our perspective of Baba 
becomes skewed. However, it cannot be denied that this indiscretion became his motivator to be a better man. He 
faced his indiscretion head on and pursued community based charity work to atone his sins. This in itself is a 
courageous act and for this reason, regardless of his initial motivates, Baba's courage to face his indiscretion 
became a large factor in his personal development. 
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In contrast, Hosseini portrays the way in which cowardice shapes an individual. The courage of Hassan and Baba 
stand in stark contrast with Amir's cowardice. Amir's spinelessness and lack of courage shapes him as an individual 
on different levels. His inability to sacrifice himself for others or what he believes in, together with his inability to 
confront the truth about his past is reflected in the man he becomes. As Baba contends, "a boy who won't stand up 
for himself becomes a man who can't stand up to anything." (p.20) Amir essentially becomes this man. A boy who 
could not stand up for himself, a boy who allowed his best friend to protect him, became a man consumed by his 
guilt and incapable of standing up to anything. Unlike Hassan and Baba who confronted their past, Amir spends his 
life running from his, "For me, America was a place to bury my memories." (p.112) This is not the behaviour of a 
courageous man. Amir spends his whole life waiting to be punished for his sins, but he never proactively changes 
his behaviour or has the nerve to face his fears, rather he spends his life running from them. As a result cowardice 
shapes him as an individual. 
 
Through the characters of Hassan, Baba and Amir, Hosseini demonstrates the role courage has in the moral 
development of an individual. Hassan and Baba are clearly courageous people, even though Baba's motives are the 
result of a cowardice betrayal, courage is acclaimed as a positive aspect of one's character. On the other hand 
Amir's cowardice is ingrained in his character - a person that spends his whole life running away, avoiding 
confrontation. 
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'The Kite Runner demonstrates the only way to attain redemption for the sins of the past is to confront them.' 
Discuss this statement with respect to the novel 
 
Khaled Hosseini's The Kite Runner centres on the life of Amir, an Afghan who is afflicted by his past. Through Amir's 
experience and that of his father, Baba, Hosseini explores the influence past events have on an individual's 
development and essentially demonstrates that the only way to attain redemption for the sins of the past is to 
confront them. Hosseini does this by exploring the lives of two men, one who spends a large proportion of his life 
running from his past and the other, who spent his life confronting his past in an attempt to attain atonement. 
 
Through the character of Amir, Hosseini portrays the life of an afflicted man who constantly struggles with the events 
of his past and his inability to claim accountability. As a child, Amir watched his friend get raped by another boy and 
failed to help defend him, "I [Amir] ran because I was a coward. I was afraid of what he [Asset] would do to me, I was 
afraid of getting hurt. That's what I told myself as I turned my back to the alley, to Hassan." (p.68) This is the moment 
that Amir began running away from his life. Unable to face the guilt of his cowardice, Amir decides that rather than 
confront his betrayal he needs to have Hassan sent away, and as such, frames Hassan for theft. However, Amir 
soon realises that avoidance is not going to allow him to attain redemption, yet he continues to run, finding solace in 
America, "For me, America was a place to bury my memories." (p.112) - at least temporarily. Amir lives by the 
misconception that,".. .it's wrong what they say about the past, I've learned, about how you can bury it." (p.1), but is 
soon becomes apparent that despite his efforts, Amir has not been able to bury the past. 
 
Hosseini's portrayal of Amir highlights that a man cannot escape his past but that he needs to be accountable for his 
actions. It is obvious that Amir is troubled by his "past of unatoned sins" (p.1) but in his comment, "I didn't want to 
sacrifice for Baba anymore. The last time I had done that, I had damned myself." (p.117) it becomes apparent that 
Amir blames Baba for his betrayal of Hassan„as his betrayal was necessary for him to attain Baba's affection. 
 
This becomes problematic because whilst Amir was looking for a way of relieving his guilt, "I wished he'd give me the 
punishment I craved, so maybe I'd finally sleep at night" (p.81) he was also trying to absolve himself from blame. 
Resultantly, Amir spends his whole life running from his travesties and only upon his return to Afghanistan is he able 
to find a sense of atonement with his past. However, this would not have occurred had Rahim Khan not deceived 
him. 
 
It could be suggested the Rahim Khan is the voice of righteousness. Through Rahim Khan, Hosseini suggests that 
atonement can only occur when sins are confronted and something is done to make the situation better. As Rahim 
advises Amir, "There is a way to be good again." (p.2) Rahim calls upon Amir to return to Afghanistan and 
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manipulates him into finding Hassan's son, Sohrab and places Amir in a situation where he is almost forced to set 
things right by adopting him. Rahim attempts to convince Amir that he has been too hard on himself, a viewpoint that 
readers may question given past events, however Rahim challenges Amir to confront his past as a means of 
attaining redemption. 
 
Conversely, Hosseini, through the character of Baba, demonstrates that if one confronts their sins, they are able to 
use this to attain not only redemption, but to also become a 'better man'. Baba lived with his betrayal of Ali for a large 
portion of his life. Baba, despite facing his indiscretion for a large part of his life, never confessed his sin to anyone 
other than Rahim. Rather he proactively sought to improve the lives of those less fortunate and became quite 
selfless. Baba's goodwill towards the less fortunate becomes central to his character. His establishment of an 
orphanage is evidence of him using his wealth to benefit others. Also his confrontation of the Roussi soldier who 
wanted to indecently assault the woman on the truck, "Tell him I'll take a thousand of his bullets before I let this 
indecency take place." (p.101) reinforces his courage and selflessness. 
 
Similarly, even though Baba never confesses to being Hassan's biological father he becomes actively involved in his 
life and tries to protect him without being found. "Hassan's not going anywhere... He's staying right here with us, 
where he belongs. This is his home and we're his family. Don't you ever ask me that question again!" (p.78) 
Comments such as this hint towards Baba's indiscretion, but it is not until Rahim Khan exposes Baba's secret that 
the reality of this comment materialises. Baba is obviously a troubled man but in confronting his past he is able to 
attain a degree of redemption and peace. 
 
Likewise, Soraya confronts her mistakes from the past and is able to find solace. Soraya's sins, from a western 
perspective are not deemed to be as serious as the sins of Baba and Amir, yet within the Afghan culture the 
ramifications of her actions on both her, and her family, are quite serious. This is largely reflective of the gender 
hypocrisy that supports men. However, it is because of Amir's own secret past that he is more accepting of Soraya, 
even to the extent that he "envied her. Her secret was out. Spoken. Dealt with." (p.144) Amir openly admits that "a 
big part of the reason I didn't care about Soraya's past was that I had one of my own. I knew all about regret." 
(p.157) but on the other hand he was also jealous of her ability to confront her past in a way that he could not. 
Soraya is undoubtedly more forgiving of herself as she reflects that her mistake was a result of being young and 
immature and despite the shame it brought on her family she was willing to deal its consequences on her life. 
Through the character of Soraya, Hosseini again shows that when one is able to confront and accept the mistakes 
of the past, redemption is attainable. 
 
The Kite Runner essentially provides a commentary of lives affected by the sins of the past. Through the experience 
of Amir, Hosseini highlights that it is impossible to escape the events of the past and that atonement cannot be 
attained unless past sins are confronted and dealt with. Conversely, Hosseini emphasises that those who confront 
their past are able to attain redemption and are better able to lead valuable lives. 
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Despite his courage in rescuing Sohrab, Amir is essentially a self-centred character who never fully redeems 
himself. Discuss. 
 
As a child Amir is often selfish, disloyal and cowardly. As he matures, he often thinks more of himself than others, 
and his decision to rescue Sohrab is arrived at only after considerable pressure from Rahim Khan. When he does 
agree, it could be argued that it is because of a need to feel 'good' about himself rather than genuine concern for the 
son of his childhood friend. Despite this, Amir eventually displays great courage in facing up to a dangerous and 
sadistic bully. He comes to care deeply about the damaged child and, in repaying the debt of loyalty he owes to 
Hassan, Amir finally makes amends for his shameful behaviour. In doing so, he atones, not only for his own sins, but 
also those of his father. 
 
Amir has much to atone for in his quest for redemption. His 'idyllic' childhood is spent with Hassan, whose absolute 
loyalty is the one thing Amir can rely on. Despite the fact that Amir refers to Hassan as his 'servant' rather than his 
'friend', Hassan stands up to the bully, Assef, courageously defending Amir. More shameful is Amir's failure to stand 
up for Hassan, leaving him to the mercy of Assef, who brutally rapes him. It might be argued that Baba's 'hardness' 
is partly to blame for Amir's unacceptable behaviour. Hassan becomes 'the price' Amir '[has] to pay to win Baba.' 
Nevertheless, when the adult Amir no longer needs to compete for Baba's affections, his behaviour is still often 
selfish and thoughtless. When Baba is diagnosed with terminal cancer and refuses chemotherapy, Amir's 
characteristically self-centred response is: 'What about me ... What am I supposed to do?' Amir's selfishness, 
cowardice and treachery are deeply entrenched; overcoming his failings is crucial to his redemption. 
 
Rahim Khan's telephone call offers Amir 'a way to be good again.' Despite his enduring self-disgust, Amir does not 
readily embrace his opportunity for salvation. He resists the pleas of Rahim Khan to go to Kabul and rescue Sohrab, 
offering to 'pay someone [else] to go.' Rahim's angry response '... we both know why it has to be you,' emphasises 
Amir's guilt, yet Amir again thinks of himself, his 'wife in America, [his] home ... career ...family.' This, again, is abject 
cowardice and shameful self-interest, and Amir is clearly not yet significantly different from the spineless child who 
betrayed his loyal friend. Rahim's 'best card' - a plea to 'grant an old man his dying wish' - is not enough to sway 
Amir who 'toys with [his] wedding ring' and accuses Rahim of thinking 'too highly' of him. Amir's willingness to admit 
to being a coward rather than grant the dying wish of his 'mentor' and loyal supporter again reveals just how 
cowardly he is. Appeals to Amir's better nature are ineffective and Rahim Khan must provide Amir with a more 
compelling reason to rescue Sohrab. Yet when Rahim informs Amir of the blood relationship he shares with Sohrab, 
Amir first thinks of himself. He 'storms' out of the apartment, thinking only that his life has been 'one big fucking lie.' If 
he is to redeem himself, Amir must overcome, not only the dangers awaiting him in Kabul, but also a tendency to 
wallow in his self-disgust, which is easier than confronting his fears 
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Amir's slow journey towards salvation begins when he looks at the polaroid photo Rahim Khan has given him and 
sees his 'brother's face'- the face of a person who had loved him 'in a way that no one ever had or would again.' On 
one level, it could be argued that this is also about Amir whose 'blood' connection with Sohrab renders him worthy 
of rescuing. On another level, however, Amir begins to recognise the debt of gratitude he owes to someone whose 
love and loyalty he took entirely for granted and shamefully exploited. A significant turning point in Amir's moral 
development occurs at the hotel near Pashtunistan Square where he and Farid share a meal. Farid's incredulity that 
Amir would 'come all the way from America ... for a Shi'a' deeply offends Amir, who as a child, had told himself that 
Hassan was 'just a Hazara' while he watched him being raped by Assef. Amir's ability to transcend his deeply 
ingrained racial prejudices is admirable, and is certainly a redeeming quality, and his determination to find Sohrab, 
despite having to venture into a dangerous Taliban stronghold is extremely courageous. What is still open to ques-
tion, however, is whether Amir's need to feel 'good again' can be construed as self-interest. 
 
As Amir finally confronts Assef, he also confronts his own cowardice and betrayal. With his 'snarl... spit-shining teeth 
and [rolling] bloodshot eyes,' Assef becomes Amir's 'black bear', and Amir is as brave as Baba once was, but 
without Baba's considerable physical strength. During the savage beating inflicted on him, Amir begins to laugh 
uncontrollably. This is an echo of the 'relief felt by Assef himself as his kidney stones were dislodged during a beating 
from a prison guard. For Amir, the relief is from the shameful burden of his past, he feels 'healed at last.' This is 
essential for his redemption because it enables Amir to shift his focus from the guilt that has consumed him and 
think about Sohrab's needs. Amir also repays Hassan by saving his son, and atones for the sins of Baba, who had 
also betrayed his childhood friend by dishonouring him in 'the single worst way [for] an Afghan man.' Sohrab's 
fleeting smile after the kite contest in the park suggests the possibility of further 'healing.' Sohrab's ability to trust can 
be restored through his relationship with Amir; it is this trust which finally redeems Amir. 
 
Given that Amir is initially so self-centred and cowardly, his act of courage and self-sacrifice is commendable. 
Redemption is not easily achieved for Amir, but ultimately, he makes the choice he has to make. In saving Hassan's 
son, Amir has become the 'old warrior' of the Afghan legend who can at last acknowledge his own 'worthiness'. The 
final image of Amir running, with 'the wind blowing in [his] face... and a smile as wide as the Valley of Panjsher' 
suggests that whatever Amir has suffered to achieve redemption, it was worth the cost. 
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"He [Hassan] knew I betrayed him and yet he was rescuing me once again."  'Amir exploits Hassan's loyalty and 
honesty.' Do you agree? 
 
The inequalities in Amir and Hassan's relationship are evident throughout the text. Amir often used his education as a 
means to ridicule Hassan. Hassan's intelligence is obvious, yet his lack of education meant that he was illiterate and 
unable to enjoy the pleasure of reading, rather he had to rely on Amir to be the storyteller. It is through his role as the 
storyteller that Amir's vindictiveness first becomes apparent. "My favourite part of reading to Hassan was when we 
came across a big word that he didn't know. I'd tease him, expose his ignorance." (p24) The social divide between 
the two becomes more obvious when Amir describes his morning routine, "Hassan had already washed up... 
prepared my breakfast... all neatly placed on the dining table" (p23) exposing that Hassan is essentially Amir's 
servant. Despite his role as a servant, Hassan's loyalty extends beyond the usual call of duty as Hassan pledges, 
"For you a thousand times over." (p59) 
 
Hassan is undoubtedly a righteous boy who stands up for what he believes and courageously protects others. This 
is contrasted with Amir's cowardice as he often fails to help himself, let alone anyone else. Early in the novel we see 
Hassan protect Amir from Assef and his friends. The most revealing aspect of this incident is when Assef asks Amir 
how he can call Hassan his friend and the voice in Amir's head retorts, "But he's not my friend! I almost blurted out. 
He's my servant!" (p36) Yet in the following moments Hassan intervenes, protecting the fearful Amir from a beating 
with brass knuckles. It cannot be denied that Amir knew that Hassan would protect him, but his reactionary 
comment about Hassan being his servant, not only highlights Amir's cowardice but also his exploitation of Hassan. 
 
Hassan's loyalty to Amir is later tested by Assef during the kite race in the winter of 1978. Amir, desperate to win his 
father's affection proclaims that he is going to win the kite race, yet he is unable to do so without the help of Hassan. 
Hassan loyally runs the kite for Amir, "For you a thousand times over." (p59) And it is Hassan's determination to help 
Amir fulfill his desire to please his father that leads to his rape. Whilst running the kite Hassan is confronted by Assef 
and his friends who want to steal the kite. Hassan in refusing to hand over the kite is brutally bashed and raped by 
Assef. This incident not only highlights an overwhelming amount of courage on Hassan's behalf, but also highlights 
the unbelievable cowardice of Amir, who witnessed the event and did nothing. "I [Amir] ran because I was a coward. 
I was afraid of what he [Assef] would do to me, I was afraid of getting hurt. That's what I told myself as I turned my 
back to the alley, to Hassan." (p68) Amir's cowardice is reflective of his abuse of Hassan's friendship, but it is only 
when Amir frames Hassan for theft, that the true exploitation takes place. 
 
Amir and others are well aware of Hassan's honesty and with this knowledge Amir tests and exploits Hassan's 
loyalty. There are many such incidences in the novel and it is through these that Amir begins to test Hassan's 
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honesty and loyalty. "If I was going to toy with him and challenge his loyalty, then he'd toy with, test my integrity." 
(p48) As a Pashtun, Amir is sent to school to receive a good education, whereas Hassan, being a Hazara is not 
entitled to one. Amir is well aware of this and as a result shares his love of reading and books with Hassan by 
reading to him. This is initially seen as a positive aspect of their relationship yet as Amir begins to deceive Hassan 
and abuse his illiteracy. 
 
The reader's perspective of Amir begins to change as Amir's vindictiveness is revealed. Amir revels in his 
deceptiveness of Hassan, "I'd taunt him if he didn't know some big word... kind of like when we used to play insect 
torture." (p47) The fact that Amir himself is able to relate his teasing of Hassan to insect torture highlights his sinister 
motives. It also becomes evident that Amir's deception is motivated by Hassan's intelligence, "But despite his 
illiteracy... I saw he was far better at solving them [riddles] than I was." (p24) Amir, very much aware of the ethnic 
difference that prevents Hassan from receiving a formal education, is motivated by his jealousy of Hassan thereby 
reinforcing the cultural belief that Hazaras are not worthy of education. 
 
Whilst these minor incidences highlight Amir's ability to manipulate Hassan, it is not until he frames Hassan for theft 
that the extent of Amir's manipulation and exploitation becomes apparent. In this instance, Amir's self-guilt about 
Hassan's rape believes that the only way to eradicate his guilt is for Hassan to leave. Amir's guilt was fuelled by the 
belief that, "Everywhere I turned, I saw signs of his loyalty, his goddamn unwavering loyalty." (p78) As a result, Amir 
plants all of his birthday presents in Hassan's room and accuses him of stealing them. 
 
For Amir's plan to materialise he relies on Hassan's loyalty. "This was Hassan's final sacrifice for me. If he'd said no, 
Baba would have believed him because we all knew that Hassan never lied... Hassan knew. He knew I'd seem 
everything in that alley, that I'd stood there and done nothing. He knew I had betrayed him and yet he was rescuing 
me once again, maybe for the last time." (p91) At this point the readers' sympathy for Hassan grows, as does their 
contempt towards Amir. This incident, regardless of the consequential guilt Amir carries for the rest of his life, 
emphasises Amir's exploitation of Hassan for his own benefit. 
 
Amir is essentially an extremely insecure character who longs for his father's attention and is willing to manipulate 
others to get what he wants. As a result, Hassan becomes the victim of Amir's selfishness as he consistently abuses 
his honesty and loyalty. As a result, Amir becomes burdened by remorse and guilt, however by this stage, the reader 
is left feeling anything but sympathetic towards him. 
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Rahim Khan tells Amir: “…you’ve always been far too hard on yourself”. Do you agree with Rahim Khan’s view of 
Amir? 
 
When Amir betrays Hassan, he is a young boy who considers the latter a close playmate, but the Afghani class 
system at the time is such that the Hazaras, being at the bottom of the social class system, are commonly treated 
as inferior when compared with the superior Pashtun class. This situation is underscored by the roles that both Amir, 
the Pashtun and Hassan, the Hazara fill. Thus, while Amir’s betrayals of Hassan are indeed reproachable, his youth 
at the time, and the social conditioning he has been subjected to, are factors that need to be taken into 
consideration in deciding whether Amir has been too hard on himself (1). Moreover, as Amir grows up he is able to 
see that what he has done to Hassan is indeed wrong, and the guilt he feels allows him to grow as a person. 
 
Amir’s betrayals of Hassan take place when both are children and Amir is an insecure son anxious to obtain his 
father’s love (2), (3). However, there are many times when Amir supports his friend, but these sincere acts of 
friendship seem to be overwhelmed by Amir’s treachery, which should not be the case. When a group of barracks’ 
soldiers mock Hassan and his mother, Amir urges Hassan to keep walking and later comforts him; he slings ‘his arm 
around’ Hassan and pulls ‘him close’ reassuring him that he was taken ‘for someone else’. Finding a book with 
information regarding the Hazara people, Amir is excited: ‘an entire chapter dedicated to Hassan’s people!’ He feels 
genuine affection towards Hassan, spending the ‘first twelve years’ of his life playing with him and, at one time, 
cementing their friendship with a carving that said ‘Amir and Hassan, the sultans of Kabul’. Amir’s relationship with 
Hassan is not a cruel one; his teasing of his friend is that of any boy’s ‘harmless prank[s]’ he believes. 
 
In addition, Amir’s treatment of Hassan is socially conditioned (2). We are told that he never thinks of Hassan and 
himself ‘as friends…not in the usual sense’, which is also the case between Baba and Ali. The Pashtun Afghanis 
have a social status above the Hazaras; indeed, Amir reads in one of his mother’s books about the Pashtun 
persecution and oppression of the Hazaras, a relationship that is evidently still entrenched when Hassan and Ali’s 
positions as servants are considered. Indeed, when Amir shows this textbook to one of his teachers, he is met with 
a snicker: ‘that’s one thing Shi’a (Hazara) people do well…passing themselves off as martyrs’. To the young Amir, 
there is nothing wrong with this relationship; it is simply the existing status quo. Thus, while Amir eats and complains 
‘about homework’, Hassan is making Amir’s bed, polishing his ‘shoes’, ironing his ‘outfit’ and packing his ‘books and 
pencils’. Thus, while Amir’s betrayals of Hassan are indeed shameful, they must be considered against the existing 
social order for Hassan, while a playmate, seems to be considered inferior and subordinate in the standard Afghani 
class system: ‘it’s just a Hazara’, says Assef.  
 



mrkmpsc.wordpress.com Reading & Creating Texts – Unit 1 

VCE ENGLISH UNIT 1&2 2 

Moreover, Amir’s betrayals of Hassan do not go unacknowledged (2), (4). Amir is tormented by the guilt he feels at 
having failed to speak up during Assef’s rape of Hassan: ‘There was a monster in the lake’ of Hassan’s dream. ‘It 
had grabbed Hassan by the ankles, dragged him to the murky bottom. I was that monster’. Later, when his actions 
cause Hassan and Ali to leave, Amir acknowledges that he ‘understood the depth of the pain’ he had caused, ‘the 
blackness of grief I had brought on to everyone’. Amir battles with his conscience constantly as he grows older (5), 
using his new life in America to bury his ‘memories’ when he can no longer deal with them. At the mere mention of 
Hassan’s name, Amir can feel that ‘a pair of steel hands closed around my windpipe’. He feels 
‘damned’ and haunted by guilt for the betrayal he has by now internalised and recognised as abhorrent (6). 
However, it is this very acknowledgment of his guilt and his wrestling with his conscience that is an essential factor in 
enabling Amir to grow: youth and social conditioning are no longer excuses he can use. Instead, being hard on 
himself over his transgressions enables Amir to atone for his mistakes (7). 
 
Thus, while Amir’s betrayals of Hassan are indeed reprehensible, Amir’s retrospective guilt does not take into 
account his age at the time, nor the social class system existing at the time of the betrayal (2). While Amir’s 
acknowledgment of his guilt enables him to grow as a person and recognise his wrongdoing, he is indeed too hard 
upon himself for he reproaches himself as though his current self were the one committing the betrayal (8). Instead 
he was a young and frightened boy influenced by a number of external factors (9). 
 
Assessor comments 

Result: High 

 
1. States main contention. Signals argument to be developed. Clearly addresses the topic. 

2. Good topic sentences. Good links are made between paragraphs. 

3. Analyses the source of Amir’s betrayal of Hassan. 

4. Analyses the social mores and conditions that influenced him. 

5. Shows Amir is an insecure child at the time. 

6. Shows Amir acknowledges his betrayal and attempts to atone for it. 

7. Develops a coherent and effective structure. 

8. Shows the importance of Amir’s age, social system and attempt to atone. 

9. Ties up the discussion with reiteration of the topic’s wording. Successfully summarises the main points. 

 
Knowledge/Understanding: Excellent analysis of Amir’s treatment of Hassan, demonstrating a high level of familiarity 
with the text. Khan’s view of Amir is also discussed in detail, adding complexity to the discussion.  
 
Structure: Paragraphs are organised logically, and the links between them are very strong. Concluding paragraph is 
an excellent summation of the main argument. 
 
Language & Style: Essay shows a detailed knowledge and understanding of the text, with appropriate examples 
and quotes to support each point. Textual evidence is relevant to the topic, with sophisticated vocabulary used 
throughout. Language and expression are effective and appropriate. 


